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What are the most important issues facing Athens-

Clarke County?

Listed as most important Listed as one of three

issue most important issues
Poverty 15.3% 30.1%
Sprawl/overcrowding 10.5% 25.2%
Education 9.8% 24.5%
Traffic/transportation 9.5% 28.3%
Crime 7.8% 25.6%
Jobs 6.8% 27.1%
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What do people like best about Athens-Clarke
County?

Downtown/restaurants/ 46.7%
entertainment

Size/small town/quiet town 33.3%
UGA 22.9%
Diversity/people 18.6%
Climate/environment/location 14.4%
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Right direction or wrong track?

Not sure
36% Right
direction
45%

Wrong track
20%
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Right direction or wrong track?
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Right direction or wrong track?
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Favorite Activity in Athens

Walk

Sports (playing)

Viewing art or cultural event

Run

Viewing nature

Picnics / Cookouts / family gatherings
Includes pets

Hike

Taking kids out -- zoo and playgrounds
Classic Center

Bike

Botanical garden
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Desired Activities for Which There is No
Support

No response

12% Yes

No
64%
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Desired Activities that are Not Supported

Outdoor concerts

Public golf and miniature golf

Rollerblading / Roller hockey

Mountain biking

Biking (generic)

Water sports (including fishing and swimming)
Dancing

Horseback riding

Climbing

More dog opportunities

Ice skating

15

Percent
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Rate of commercial growth

Too little
growth Too much
20% growth

27%

About the
right amount

e
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Rate of commercial growth
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What type of development would you like to attract?

Environmentally
friendly businesses

Technical and
medical industry

Small retail

Large retail

Industrial

No development

.
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Cost of housing

Extremely Extremely
unaffordable affordable
11% 15%

Somewhat
unaffordable
24%

Somewhat
affordable
50%
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Transportation resources

Improve and maintain
69
local roads
Bike lanes and bike
— E
paths

Pedestrian facilities _ 30

Transportation for 24
persons with disabilities _
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Barriers to Employment

skills and abilities

A lack of entry level jobs

A lack of personal
organizational skills,
such as showing up

A lack of day care for
children

I
—
m

A lack of transportation - 6

A lack of senior citizen I 1
care for family
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Increase or Decrease?

80 -

69

Percent

Parking Retail shops Bars Restaurants Efforts to improve
structures the look
M Increase B Keep the same O Decrease
— . .
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How would you rate...?

The services of the fire department
The quality of service at the Athens Regional Library
The overall facilities at the Athens Regional Library
The trash collection services
The quality of public parks
Recycling services
The quality of bus service
The services of Animal Control
The response time of the police force
The quality of services at Ben Epps Airport
The professionalism of the police force

The quality of roads m Excellent

m Good

The quality of sidewalks

The quality of bikeways

The general quality of K-12 education in Clarke County
Public Schools
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How would you rate...?

The preservation of historic resources

The quality of cultural facilities

The relationship between Athens-Clarke County and the
University of Georgia

The quality of health care

The accessibility of health care

The University of Georgia's efforts to reach out to the
community

Efforts to protect the environment

Efforts to attract new businesses to the community

ul

The community's response to homelessness and poverty m Excellent

m Good
Economic conditions in Athens-Clarke County

Athens-Clarke County as an overall place to live _
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Percentage of unsure responses

The quality of services at Ben Epps Airport
The services of Animal Control
The services of the fire department

The response time of the police force
The general quality of K-12 education in Clarke
County Public Schools

The quality of service at the Athens Regional
Library

The overall facilities at the Athens Regional
Library

Efforts to attract new businesses to the
community

The quality of bikeways
The preservation of historic resources

The quality of cultural facilities

Recycling services
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How would you rate Clarke County public schools?

60 - m Have children in public school
m Do not have children in public school
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How would you rate Clarke County public schools?

60 -

m White
m Black

Percent

Excellent Good

Fair Poor
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Level of Crime
Importance Schools

Employment and workforce

Economy

Poverty

Environmental issues

Property tax rates

Homelessness

Zoning issues in residential areas

Sales tax rates

Relations with the University of Georgia
Transportation m Extremely Important

Historic preservation

Zoning issues in business areas
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Policy Support

Expand avenues for parents and community members
to be involved in student's learning in the Clarke
County Public Schools

Having Athens-Clarke County Government provide
more job training opportunities for residents

Collaborating with other cities and counties in
Northeast Georgia to develop a regional economy

Increasing efforts to attract new businesses

Creating commuter rail service between Athens and
Atlanta

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
m Strongly Support m Mildly Support
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Policy Support

Increasing marketing of Athens-Clarke County as a
convention and tourist destination

Requiring new homes to fit into the style of existing

homes in established neighborhoods 35

Developing more mixed-use developments
(neighborhoods that are zoned for both commercial and 40
residential use)

Relaxing the limits on the number of unrelated

individuals who can live in one unit of housing 26

Allowing property owners to convert or add to their

32
houses to create rental apartments

i

Having Athens-Clarke County Government and local

businesses offer more senvices in Spanish 28 m Strongly Support

m Mildly Support

Limiting the size of new homes built in existing
neighborhoods

32
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Property Taxes
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Increasing the number of services offered In

Spanish
60
53 m White
m Black
O Hispanic

Percent

Strongly Support Mildly Support Mildly Oppose
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Community’s response to homelessness and

poverty
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News Sources

Athens Banner Herald

Word of mouth

Flagpole

Red & Black

Online Athens

Local television news

Inserts in your water bill

Local radio programs

Government Channel 7 on television
Athens-Clarke County Government websites
Atlanta Journal Constitution

Other internet sites

I do not get any information about Athens
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| | Corl Vinson Institute of Government Survey Research Unit ACC Comp Plan Survey Spring 2007



Conclusions

ACC positives are much stronger than negatives

A plurality see the county heading in the right direction

A majority think that the current rate of growth in the county is
about right

The ACC government is generally well regarded

UGA, Botanical Garden, and Classic Center seen as major
assets for the community

.

| | ] Corl Vinsen Institute of Government Survey Research Unit ACC Comp Plan Survey Spring 2007



	Athens-Clarke County Comprehensive Plan Survey
	What are the most important issues facing Athens-Clarke County?
	What do people like best about Athens-Clarke County?
	Right direction or wrong track?
	Right direction or wrong track?
	Right direction or wrong track?
	Favorite Activity in Athens
	Desired Activities for Which There is No Support
	Desired Activities that are Not Supported
	Rate of commercial growth
	Rate of commercial growth
	What type of development would you like to attract?
	Cost of housing
	Transportation resources
	Barriers to Employment
	Increase or Decrease?
	How would you rate…?
	How would you rate…?
	Percentage of unsure responses
	How would you rate Clarke County public schools?
	How would you rate Clarke County public schools?
	Level of �Importance
	Policy Support
	Policy Support
	Property Taxes
	Increasing the number of services offered in Spanish
	Community’s response to homelessness and poverty
	News Sources
	Conclusions

